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TO  THE 


K  I  <  N  .  G’s 

Moft  Excellent  Majesty. 

SIR/ 

IT  would  be  a  Defeat  both  in  Grati¬ 
tude  and  Duty,  if  the  firft  Difcourfe 
from  the  Pulpit  in  Favour  of  Inocula¬ 
tion,  was  not  moft  humbly  infcribed  to 
Your  Majesty. 

The  Nation,  among  numerous  other 
Inftances  of  paternal  Regard,  ftands  obli¬ 
ged  to  Your  Majesty’s  Goodnefs  and 
Refolution,  for  the  Introdu&ion  and  Pro- 
grefs  of  that  falutary  Practice. 

The  very  early  ConcernY our  Majesty 
fhewed  for  the  Safety  and  Happinefs  of 
this  Kingdom,  by  expofing  Your  own  va¬ 
luable  Life,  with  great  Intrepidity,  to  all 
the  Hazards  of  W ar,  was  again  apparent, 
when,  with  equal  Firmnefs  of  Mind,  You 
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expofed  the  important  Lives  of  Your  own 
tender  and  Royal  Offspring,  in  the  firft 
Experiments  made  in  Britain  of  the  EfFecfs 
of  this  Method  of  communicating  a  dan¬ 
gerous  and  often  fatal  Difeafe. 

And  probably  to  this  Operation  we 
owe  the  Life  of  that  illuftrious  Prince, 
to  whom  under  Divine  Providence,  this 
Nation,  and  the  whole  Proteftant  Inte^ 
reft,  are  fo  deeply  indebted,  for  the  happy 
Victory  at  the  Battle  of  Colloden. 

That  Your  Majesty’s  vigilant  At¬ 
tention  to  the  Welfare  of  your  People,  in 
all  Refpecfts,  may  be  rewarded  with  a  very 
long  and  happy  Reign  upon  Earth,  and 
crowned  with  immortal  Glory  in  Heaven, 
is  the  ardent  Prayer  of, 

SIR! 

Your  MAJESTY’* 

Mojl  obliged,  and  mojl  devoted 
SubjeEl  and  Servant , 

Isaac  Worcester. 


FAC 


TO  THE 


FOURTH  EDITION. 


F  T  would  be  Injuftice  to  the  worthy 
Gentlemen,  who  have  chiefly  con¬ 
ducted  this  important  and  charitable  Un¬ 
dertaking,  as  well  as  improper  for  other 
Reafons,  if  a  new  Edition  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  Difcourfe,  at  this  Diflance  of  Time 
from  the  firft  Publication,  was  to  appear 
without  the  fubfequent  Hiftory  of  the 
Charity  therein  recommended. 

V ERy  happy  it  is  that  this  Account  of 
the  laft  Year  cannot  fail  to  adminifter 

A 

much  rational  Pleafure  to  the  prefent  Be¬ 
nefactors  j  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  juftly 
tends  to  promote  an  Increafe  of  their 
Number,  which  is  greatly  wanted. 

A  .  From 
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From  the  31ft  of  December  1751,  to' 
the  31ft  of  December  1752,  there  were 
taken  into  this  Hofpital  three  hundred  and 
forty  four  poor  diftrefled  Objects,  a  ill  idled 
with  the  Small-pox '  in  what  is  called  the 
natural  Way ,  by  unperceived  Contagion. 
Of  thefe  two  hundred  and  fixty  two  have 
received  their  Cure. 

*»  ♦  *  r  ^  .  y—-«* 

It  may  reafonably  be  hoped,  that  the 
proportional  Number  of  Deaths  will  here¬ 
after  be  diminished  by  the  Ufe  of  Venti¬ 
lators,  lately  introduced  into  this  Hofpi¬ 
tal  upon  a  Recommendation  and  a  Plan 
from  the  pious  and  benevolent  Dr.  Hales. 

This  happy  Method  of  very  gradually 
changing  foul  and  corrupted  Air  for  that 
which  is  frelh  and  pure,  has  been  tried  fo 
little  a  Time  in  this  Hofpital,  that  there 
is  i  not  yet  fufficient  Evidence  fully  to  de¬ 
termine  the  Ufefulnefs  of  the  recent  Prac¬ 
tice  ;  tho’,  as  far  as  the  prefent  fmall 
Experience  goes,  it  appears  to  be  of  great 
Benefit  to  the  poor  Patients  in  this  Hofpital. 
t£on'  •.  1  A  It 
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It  would  be  unfriendly  to  Mankind  not 
to  add,  that  in  Prifons  and  other  Places  of 
clofe  Confinement,  the  adminiftring  that 
proper  Fuel  of  Life,  fr&Jh  Air.  and  re¬ 
moving  the  baneful  Vapours  of  putrid 
Air,  has  proved  upon  various  Experiments, 
what  it  is  natural  to  expedt  it  would  prove, 
a  great  Prefervative  of  human  Lives. 

By  the  Affiftance  of  charitable  Bene¬ 
factors,  the  Bounds  of  this  Hofpital  have 
been  fomewhat  enlarged  in  a  ?ievo  Building; 
but  alas !  this  Increafe  of  Rooms  is  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  receive  the  many  mife- 
rable  Objects,  buffering  under  this  naufeous 
and  frightful  Difeafe,  who  find  Reception 
no  where  elfe.  God  grant,  they  may  foon 
fully  find  it  here  by  additional  Supplies 
from  Chriftian  Compafiion  ! 

The  following  Regulation  lately  made 
will  give  general  Satisfaction,  but  muff  in¬ 
creafe  the  Expence  of  the  Hofpital. 

“  Resolved  that,  in  Order  to  prevent 
M  any  Sufpicion  of  the  fpreading  of  the 
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“  Pox  by  Patients  Tent  out  of  this  Ho- 
“  fpital,  a  proper  Drefs  be  provided  for 
“  each  of  them,  during  their  Continuance 
“  in  the  Hofpital ;  and  that  their  own 
“  Cloaths  (kept  feparate  and  carefully 
“  fumed  with  burning  Brimftone)  be  de- 
“  livered  to  them  in  a  Room  detached 
“  from  the  Hofpital,  when  they  leave  it.” 

This  Fumigation  will  be  performed  as 
Dr.  Hales  has  directed  ;  this  learned  Gen¬ 
tleman  having  obferved,that  the  acid  Fumes 
of  burning  Brimftone  have  been  long  ufed 
with  good  Effect  to  deftroy  contagious  In¬ 
fection  in  the  Cloaths  of  Perfons  perform- 
ing  Quarentine. 

Against  this  Branch  of  the  Charity, 
which  feafonably  relieves  the  moft  defti- 
tute  ObjeCts,  afflicted  by  common  Con¬ 
tagion,  no  poflible  Objection  can  be  raifed  ; 
and  it  is  hoped,  that  the  other  Branch  of 
the  Defign,  the  fafer  Method  of  commu¬ 
nicating  this  Diftemper  by  Inoculation ,  will 
now  appear  an  ACt  of  Beneficence  equally 
unexceptionable,  Before 
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Before  we  proceed  upon  this  Article,  I 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  in  all  the  im¬ 
portant  Actions  of  human  Life,  fcarce  any 
Maxim  can  tend  more  to  the  Satisfaction 
and  Quiet  of  the  Mind,  than,  under  a 
due  Dependance  upon  Divine  Providence, 
to  acquiefce  in  the  Confequences  of  any 
Refolution  taken  with  mature  and  impar¬ 
tial  Deliberation.  This  Sentiment  is  com- 
paiiionately  offered  to  prevent  that  tor¬ 
menting  Uneafinefs  and  Self-condemna¬ 
tion,  which  one  has  feen,  with  fo  much 
Pity  and  Concern,  difturbing  the  Minds  of 
Parents  under  any  unfortunate  Event, 
when  they  really  acted  for  the  belt.  The 
Injunction  given  by  the  great  Apoftle  of 
the  Gentiles,  is  truly  benevolent  as  well 
as  religious.  Let  every  Mem  be  fully  per- 
fuaded  in  his  own  Mind ;  aCting  in  purfu- 
ance  of  fuch  Conviction,  fhould  create  no 
Uneafinefs :  Events  are  in  the  Hands  of 
Providence.  Mankind  can  only  do  what, 
upon  full  Confideration,  appears  wifeft 
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and  heft  at  the  Time  of  acting  ;  and  fhould 
only  reproach  themfelves  when  they  do  or 
forbear  any  thing  contrary  to  Prudence 
and  their  iedate  Tudprnent. 

r  JO  . 

Repeated  Experience  in  different  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom  continues  to  prove  that 
the  Communication  of  this  Diftemper,  by 
artificial  Infection,  is  every  where  blefied 
with  great  Succefs ;  as  near  univerfal  as 
can  with  Reafon  be  expected.  When 
large  Numbers  are  inoculated,  feme  Mis¬ 
carriages  are,  almoft,  unavaoidable.  Take 
any  500  Perfons,  apparently  in  perfect 
Health,  the  Space  of  one  Month  may 
bring  feveral  of  them  to  the  Grave  :  and 
if  the  fame  500  were  inoculated,  the  fame 
Accidents  might  happen  independent  of 
and  unconnected  with  that  Operation. 
This  is  not  intended  to  fuggeft  that  the 
artificial  Method  of  conveying  a  Diftemper, 
otherwife  fo  very  dangerous,  is  abfolutely 
free  of  all  Danger.  The  Choice  of  im¬ 
proper  Subjects, —Want  of  due  Prepara- 
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don,- — Want  of  proper  Care  after  the  In¬ 
fection  is  given — Mifmanagement  under 
the  Diftemper — infufficient  Care  to  cleanfe 
the  Blood  after  it, — may  every  one  of  them 
be  attended  with  very  bad  or  with  fatal 
Effects. 

Whoever,  therefore,  performs  this  Ope¬ 
ration  ought  always,  for  the  Sake  of 
Mankind  and  for  the  Credit  of  fo  ufeful 
an  Invention,  and  of  courfe  for  the  Sake 
of  his  own  .Confidence,  to  be  truly  cau¬ 
tious  in  the  Choice  of  Subjects  and'  every 
Particular  of  .fubfequent  Management. 
The  preater  Bleffing  this  Method  of  com- 
municating  the  Diftemper,  if  well  conduct¬ 
ed,  appears  to  be,  upon  increafing  Evi¬ 
dence,  the  greater  is  his  Guilt,  who  dif- 

^  ■  r  •'  _ r 

graces  and  difcourages  the  falutary  Practice, 
by  Rafhnefs',  Ignorance,  or  Avarice. 

’Tis  a  Praife  juftly  due  to  this  Hospi¬ 
tal,  that  exaCt  Care,  in  all  RefpeCts,  is 
therein  taken  ;  and  I  ttuft  always  will  be 
taken:  The  Succfefs •  Jtas  anfwered  ac- 
cordingly..  f- ’  •** 
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From  the  31ft  of  December  1 75  r,  to 
the  31ft  of  December  1752,  the  whole 
Number  inoculated  was  1 1 2,  and  lince 
that  Time  22  more  ;  in  all  one  Hundred 
and  Thirty-four,  who,  by  God’s  Blel- 
fmg,  have,  in  this  Period,  fafely  pail 
thro’  this  dangerous  Diftemper  in  this 
Method  of  Communication,  without  one 
fingle  Failure  ;  tho’  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Number  were  adult  Perfons,  to  whom 
this  Difeafe,  communicated  by  unperceiv¬ 
ed  Contagion,  fo  frequently  proves  mor¬ 
tal  ;  and  at  a  Seafon  too,  viz.  the  laft 
Year,  when  the  Small-Pox  taken  by 
common  Infection,  is  well  known  to  have 
been  peculiarly  fatal. 

As  the  Nature  of  this  Charity,  in  both 
Branches,  with  fome  Motives  in  its  Favour, 
are  reprefented  in  the  following  Difcourfe ; 

it  is  fuperfluous  to  add  any  thing  further 
here.  Benevolent  Perfons  may  fend  their 
Charitable  Contributions  to  any  of  the 
Places  mentioned  at  the  End  of  the  Sermon. 


ISAIAH  lviii.  7. 
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• — And  that  thou  bring  the  Poor  that 
are  cafit  out ,  to  thy  Houfe. 

THESE  Words  are  Part  of  a  De- 
fcription  of  that  Humiliation  and 
Worfhip,  that  is  really  acceptable 
to  the  great  Creator  and  Governor  of  the 
World  ;  as  highly  proper  in  itfelf,  and  as 
a  juft  •  Imitation  of  his  divine  Goodnefs, 
which  regardeth  the  Prayer  of  the  poor  Dejli- 
tute ,  and  defpifeth  not  his  Defire ;  and  which, 
in  the  facred  Writings,  is  fo  frequently  re- 
prefented,  both  as  an  Example  and  an  En¬ 
couragement  to  human  Benevolence. 

Is  not  this  the  Fafi ,  fays  Almighty  God, 
•ver.  6.  that  I  have  chofin,  to  loofe  the  Bands 
of  Wickednefs , — to  undo  the  heavy.  Burdens ; 

'  B  — is 


— is  it  not  to  deal  thy  Bread  to  the  Hungry  ; 
and  that  thou  bring  the  Poor  that  are  cajl 
out ,  (call  out  and  ajfiicled,  as  the  original 
Word  alfo  fignifi.es)  to  thy  Houfe  P  and  that 
thou  hide  not  thyfelf  from  thine  own  Flejh  P 

The  fore  Diftrefs  of  our  Fellow-creatures, 
our  own  Flefh,  literally  caft  out  and  affiEled, 
which  occalions  the  prefent  Solemnity,  falls 
very  naturally  under  the  Command  of  the 
Text,  Bring  the  Poor  that  are  call  out  to 
thy  Ploufe. 

The  Small  Pox  is  a  well  known  Diftem- 
per,  to  which  Providence  has  been  pleafed 
to  fubjedt  Mankind,  the  Seeds  of  it  being 
intermixed  with  the  human  Conftitution ; 
this  may  be  faid  in  general ,  becaufe  the  In- 
ftances  of  thofe,  who  pafs  through  Life,  af- 
'  ter  having  arrived  at  Manhood,  and  hav¬ 
ing  been  within  the  Reach  of  Infetiion ,  with¬ 
out  undergoing  this  direful  Difeafe,  are  fo 
extremely  few,  as  fcarce  to  form  an  Excep¬ 
tion  ;  learned  Calculations  have  made  it  as 
one  to  many  Hundreds. 

At  the  fame  time,  this  almofi  univerfal 
Difeafe  is  very  loathfome  and  naufeous  both 
to  the  Sufferers  and  thofe  who  attend  them ; 

fo 
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lo  fpreading  and  infeSlious ,  as  to  prevent  all 
friendly  Ailiftance  from  Perfons  who  have 
not  themfelves  undergone'  the  Diftemper  ; 
and  likewife  fo  pernicious  and  fatal ,  as,  upon 
a  very  moderate  Calculation,  to  deftroy  one 
in  feven  of  all  whom  it  attacks,  and  very 
often  in  much  greater  Proportion.  An  In- 
ftrument  of  Death  that  flays  without  Dis¬ 
tinction  !  Youth  and  Beauty,  Dignity  and 
Power,  Wealth,  and  Affluence,  are  no  Pro¬ 
tection  ;  the  Palace  and  the  Cottage  ftand 
in  this  refpeCt  upon  a  Level,  and  the  Rich 
and  the  Poor  meet  and  fall  together  ;  poiil- 
bly  with  fome  Difadvantage  to  the  former, 
if  their  Blood  has  been  inflamed  by  luxu¬ 
rious  Diet  and  high  Living. 

O  O 

And  where  Numbers  of  Men  are  col¬ 
lected  together,  as  in  Garrifons,  Regiments, 
or  the  Crew  of  a  Ship,  the  Havock  is  prodi¬ 
gious  ;  which  in  fome  Junctures  has  been , 
and  therefore  may  be,  highly  prejudicial  in  a 
national  View ,  befldes  the  Lofs  of  Lives. 

The  Confufon  and  Terror  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants ,  the  CeJJation  of  Trade  and  Buflnefs, 
and  the  great  Slaughter  made  by  this  dread¬ 
ful  Malady  when,  like  a  deflroying  Angel , 

B  2  it 


it  attacks  populous  Towns  and  Villages,  are 
extreamly  certain  and  notorious. 

Now,  the  general  View  of  the  prefent 
charitable  Undertaking,  is,  with  God’s  Blef- 
iing,  to  render  this  grievous  Diftemper  lefs 
deftrudtive,  and  diminifh  that  horrid  De¬ 
valuation  which  it  now  continually  makes 
among  the  human  Species. 

And  the  Relief  here  propos’d  to  the 
Poor,  is  accordingly  purfued  by  two  dif¬ 
ferent  Methods ;  the  one  is,  as  it  were 
preventive ,  to  leften  the  Violence  and  the 
Danger  of  this  malignant  Difeafe ;  the  o- 
ther  is  to  fupply  indigent,  diftrefs’d,  Pa¬ 
tients,  who  aSlually  labour  under  it  hy 
common  Infection ,  with  all  neceffary  Aflift- 
ance  and  Relief.  The  Aim  of  the  previ¬ 
ous  Method  is  this,  viz.  After  due  Prepa¬ 
ration,  in  a  known,  vifible  Manner,  to  raife 
that  Commotion  in  the  Blood,  which  fends 
forth  into  the  Surface  of  the  Body  the  latent 
Materials  of  this  Diftemper  fo  very  dangerous, 
when  excited  in  the  common  Way  by  infec¬ 
tious  Particles  unperceived.  It  feems  there¬ 
fore  (like  the  railing  a  Fit  of  the  Gout,  when 
-the  Particles  of  that  painful  Malady  are  dif- 


I  9  ) 

perfed  thro’  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood)  not 
fo  properly  the  giving  a  Diftemper  to  a  hu¬ 
man  Body  intirely  free  Irom  and  out  of  Dan¬ 
ger  oi  that  Diftemper,  as  drooling  the  fa- 
feft  Time  and  Manner  of  caufing  a  Difor- 
der,  otherwife  almoft  unavoidable  in  a  Way 
extremely  more  pernicious,  the  Fuel  there¬ 
of  being  lodged  within  us.  An  Intention 
beyond  all  Difpute  worthy  of  much  Appro¬ 
bation  ;  and  which  fhould  always  be  pur- 
fued  with  the  utmoft  Care  and  Precaution 
both  in  the  Choice  of  the  Perfon  from 
whom  the  infectious  Adatter  is  collected,  and 
of  unexceptionable  Subjects,  upon  whom 
the  Operation  is  perform’d. 

It  is  needlefs  to  enter  into  a  Difquifttion, 
which  is  the  propereft  Method  of  defgnedly 
railing  this  Diforder  in  the  Human  Frame, 
by  carrying  the  Perfon  that  is  to  receive  it 
to  the  contagious  Steams  or  Effluvia  ;  or, 
bringing  to  him  the  infe&ed  Matter.  Reli¬ 
gious  Difficulties  ( if  any  fill  remain  concern¬ 
ing  a  Pra&ice,  that  has  preferv’d  fo  many 
Lives,  and  prevented  the  heavieft  Grief  in 
fo  many  Families)  are  exa&ly  the  fame ,  in 
either  Method  of  voluntary  Communication. 
V  :aw  8  a  For 
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For  ’tis  no  more  invading  the  Preroga¬ 
tive  of  Heaven,  to  occafion  one  eafy  and 
voluntary  Conveyance  of  the  Infection  than 
another ;  by  a  flight  and  hardly  fenfible  Ra- 
fure  upon  the  Skin  of  the  Arm,  than  com¬ 
municating  the  fame  Diftemper  by  invifi- 
ble  Particles,  to  that  tender  Organ  the 
Lungs,  which  are  fo  frequently  affeded  by 
the  Venom  of  this  Difeafe,  when  contracted 
by  the  Breath,  or  receiving  into  the  Body 
infeded  Particles  in  what  is  called  the  na¬ 
tural  Way. 

Were  this  preventive  Method  univerflally 
fucceflsful ,  and  never  once  to  fail  in  any  In- 
fiance  whatfoever,  ’tis  fcarce  to  be  prefumed 
that  any  Objedion  would  be  raifed  againft 
a  falutary  Expedient,  to  preferve  from  De- 
ftrudion  fo  great  a  Part  of  the  human  Spe¬ 
cies,  as  daily  fall  by  this  mortal  Enemy, 
when  it  attacks  Men  as  it  were  in  the  Dark, 
ignorant  of,  and  unprepar  d  for  the  Affault. 

This  Method  of  Inoculation  would  then 

c 

be  no  more  liable  to  Cenfure,  than  the  mak¬ 
ing  a  voluntary  Wound,  by  Incijion ,  to 
form  a  neceffary  Drain;  or  adminiftring 
any  operative  Medicine,  which  upon  re- 

5  peated 
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peated  Trials  had  prov’d  an  unfailing  Secu- 
rity  againft  any  other  dangerous  and  pre¬ 
vailing  Peftilence  or  Contagion. 

But,  in  order  to  excite  and  fecure  a  De¬ 
pendence  upon  his  Divine  Providence ,  the 
Great  Governor  of  the  World  has  appoint¬ 
ed  that  no  human  Affairs,  not  even  our  ne- 
ceflary  Suftenance ,  fhould  be  attended  with 
fuch  abjolute  Certainty ;  a  very  wife  Ap¬ 
pointment  !  That  vain  Man  might  not  fanfy 
.limfelf  an  independent  Being,  but  among  all 
the  Changes  and  Chances  of  this  mortal  Idle,, 
fhould  Hill  look  up  unto,  becaufe  he  can 
only  be  defended  by,  God’s  moft  gracious 
and  ready  Help. 

Experience  alone  mull  determine  the 
good  or  bad  Confequences  of  this  artificial 
Infection,  as  it  ought  to  do  in  all  other 
medical  Attempts,  which  in  many  Inftances 
are,  in  reality ,  little  more  than  curing  or 
alleviating  one  Diftemper  by  exciting  or  in¬ 
troducing  another.  And  in  this  View  the 
Method,  now  under  Confideration,  of  lef- 
fening  the  Hazard  of  a  very  mortal  Dif- 
eafe,  fhould  be  confidered  in  the  fame  Light 
as  every  other  Antidote  or  preventive  At- 
H*  >  tempt 
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tempt  in  Phyfic  or  Surgery,  againft  any  pro¬ 
bable,  almoft  certain  Malady,  internal  or 
external.  I  forbear  therefore  to  derive  any 
Strength  to  the  Argument,  from  the  great 
Number  of  noble ,  venerable ,  and  worthy  Per- 
fons  of  every  Rank  and  Profeffion ,  who  ap¬ 
pear  the  public  Advocates  of  this  compaf- 
fionate  Defign  :  Let  it  ftand  upon  its  own 
proper  Evidence,  and  Foundation. 

A  safe  Paffage  thro’  this  Diftemper,  like 
the  emancipating  Slaves ,  is  a  Deliverance 
to  vaft  Numbers  of  People,  kept  as  it  were 
in  Bondage  ;  who,  before  they  have  under¬ 
gone  this  abhorred  Difeafe,  are  excluded 
from  many  Offices  of  Life,  and  prevented 
from  purfuing  their  neceffary  Bufmefs ;  and 
it  gives  Tranquillity  and  Chearfulnefs  to 
Perfons  of  better  Condition,  who,  under 
Apprehenlions  of  this  loathfome  and  in¬ 
fectious  Diforder,  were  all  their  former 
Days  fubject  to  great  Anxiety  and  conflant 
Fear. 

’Tis  needlefs  to  enter  into  a  Difcuffion 
of  feveral  Objections,  that  attended  the  In¬ 
fancy  of  this  ufeful  Practice,  which  Time 
and  fuller  Experience  have  now  removed  ; 

wit  l.i 


(  13  ) 

with  refpeCt  to  the  Communication  of  other 
Difeafes  with  the  variolous  Matter  ;  or  that 
certain  Ails  and  Complaints  have  follow’d 
the  inoculated  Diftemper ;  of  both  which 
Inconveniencies  there  is  at  leaf  an  equal 
Hazard  upon  Infection,  by  an  unperceiv’d 
Contagion,  that,  like  a  Peflilence  'walketh 
in  Darknefs :  Or  that  the  Difeafe  is  more 
likely  to  return  after  Inoculation.  The  large 
Experience  of  many  Years  has  now  elfeCtu- 
ally  removed  all  thefe  Objections,  nor  can  it 
be  wondred  at,  if  in  the  Infancy  of  the 
PraCtice*  efpecially,  fome  few  Attempts  have 
prov’d  ineffectual. 

Beyond  all  Difpute,  in  the  voluntary 
Communication  of  this  Difeafe,  there  is  an 
happy  Opportunity  to  choofe — The  bell; 
Seaion  of  the  Y ear — The  early,  the  propereft 
Time  of  Life' — A  Juncture  when  the  Difeafe 
itfelf  is  moll  favourable ,  and  the  Blood  is  in 
a  right  State  to  receive  it,  neither  too  much 
enriched,  nor  too  much  impoverifhed — - — 
To  prevent  treating  the  firft  doubtful  Symp¬ 
toms  in  an  improper  manner — To  avoid 
Cold.,  or  Inflammation  of  th t  Bloody  by  Food,. 

C  Liquors, 
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Liquors,  or  Exercife,  after  the  known  Infec¬ 
tion  is  received. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  only  fure  Evidence, 
real  Experience  and  Matter  of  Faff ;  in  which 
almofl  every  Part  of  the  Globe,  A  put,  Europe , 
and  America  give  a  concurrent  Teftimony — • 
Great  Britain  in  particular  has  now 
had  a  Trial  of  this  voluntary  Method  of 
artificially  exciting  the  Diftemper  for  near 
thirty  Tears  at  different  Times,  and  diftant 
Places,  with  very  great  Succefs. 

'  At  jirfi ,  indeed,  in  this,,  as  in  other  very 
ufeful  Articles,  the  Succefs  was  far  inferior 
to  what  longer  Experience,  and  repeated 
Trials  have  now  fo  happily  accomplijld  d  in 
this  Metropolis ,  as  well  as  in  diverfe  other 
Places,  particularly  in  that  ufeful  Eftablifh- 
ment  formed  for  the  Reception  of  deferted 
young  Children  ;  and  more  efpecially  in  this 
Hofpital  peculiarly  inftituted  for  this  good 
Purpofe,  being  one  Branch  of  the  Charity 
for  which  we  are  now  affembled. 

Besides  this  general  Evidence  of  the  Ad¬ 
vantages' of  Inoculation,  I  can  fpeak  with 
inore  Affurance  upon  the  beneficial  Effects 
of;  that  1  Operation,  becaufe  I  fpeak  upon 

full 
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full  Information,  and  by  the  Permiffion  of 
three  Gentlemen  in  particular,  of  deferved 
Eminence  and  Diftindtion  in  the  Profef- 
fion  who  have  been  very  largely  em¬ 
ployed  for  a  confiderable  Time,  in  this  fa- 
.  utary  Practice.  It  cannot  therefore  fail  to 
give  this  worthy  Audience  much  Satisfac¬ 
tion,  to  be  thus  authentically  affured  • 

I.  That  the  artificial  Communication  of 
the  Small  Pox  by  Inoculation ,  is,  al- 
moft  without  Exception,  an  effectual 
Security  againft  that  dangerous  Symp¬ 
tom  the  fecond  Fever,  which  deftroys 
fo  great  Part  of  thofe  who  perifli  in  the 
natural  Way. 

II.  That  under  Inoculation,  there  is  fcarce 
any  Difficulty  in  Breathing  or  Com¬ 
plaint  upon  the  Lungs,  which  Difor- 
der  produces  fo  many  bad  Effedts  when 
the  Diftemper  is  received  in  the  un¬ 
known  and  accidental  Manner. 

C  2  The 

*  Mr.  Serjeant  Ranby ,  Mr,  Serjeant  Hawkins ,  and  Mr. 
Middelton.  The  Nation  may  foon  hope  for  a  very  com- 
pleat,  ufefuj,  and  welcome  Account  of  this  important  Af¬ 
fair,  from  the  firft  of  thefe  learned  Hands. 
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The  IIId  and  mod:  material  Article  is 
the  great  and  happy  Succefs,  as  to 
Numbers,  with  which  God’s  good 
Providence  has  bleffed  this  ufeful  Ope¬ 
ration  ;  Great,  beyond  the  moft  fan- 
guine  Hopes ;  fo  great  that  in  above 
Fifteen  Hundred  Perfons  inoculated 
by  thefe  eminent  Hands,  only  three  have 
died;  and  this  very  material  Fa<5t  is  alfo 
confirmed  by  unexceptionable  Accounts 
from  diverfe  other  Places  *. 

But  that  a  Matter  of  iuch  Importance 
may  be  brought  to  fome  apparent  Certainty, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  enter  a  little  into 
Calculation.  C"  From 

*  Thus,  for  Example,  the  learned  Dr.  Langrijh  of  Win- 
chefter ,  gives  the  following  Account : 

44  About  ten  Years  ago  the  Small  Pox  raged  furioufly 
4  in  Winchefier ,  and  fome  neighbouring  Towns,  and  in 
4  the  natural  Way  proved  an  unkind  Sort,  which  induced 
4  great  Numbers  to  be  inoculated,  in  Portsmouth, 

4  Chichester,  Guilford,  Petersfield,  and  Win- 
4  Chester,  we  reckon  near  two  thoufand  that  were  ino- 
4  culated  at  that  Time,  and  (except  two  Women,  who 
4  were  both  with  Child ,  and  both  inoculated  contrary  to 
4  the  Advice  of  their  Phyfician)  I  don’t  remember  to  have 
6  heard  of  any  one  bad  Accident  that  befel  any  of  them, 

‘  but  what  might  very  reafonably  have  been  fuppofed  to 
4  have  proved  worfe,  if  they  had  had  the  Small  Pox  in 
4  the  natural  Way.  More  than  this,  I  think,  can’t  well 
4  be  faid  to  prove  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Inoculation,5, 
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F ROiVr  the  annual  Account  within  the  Bills 
of  Mortality  (in  which  many  Places  in  and 
near  the  City  are  omitted)  it  appears,  that 
i xi  twenty  Tears,  viz.  from  the  Year  1731  to 
the  Year  1 750  inclufive,  no  lefs  than  39,1 1 5 
Perlons  have  died  of  this  fatal  Diftemper ; 
which,  including  the  Places  not  inferted  in 
the  Weekly  Bills,  muft  be  conliderably  more 
than  2,000  every  Year  that  fall  in  the  two 
adjoining  Cities  and  Parts  adjacent. 

And  if  only  one  in  [even  (which  is  a  very 
fufficient  Allowance)  is  fuppofed  to  die  by 
the  Diftemper  taken  in  the  natural  Way, 
then  the  whole  Number  of  Perfons  who  in 
this  Period  of  twenty  Years  have  been  thus 
infecfted,  amounts  to  280,000,  and  of  thele 
no  left  than  40,000  have  perifhed. 

But  if  in  every  Two  Hundred  one  fhould 
be  fuppofed  to  die  under  Inoculation ,  which, 
as  obferved  already,  is  really  much  more  than 
fall  by  that  artificial  Infe&ion,  now  continue 
ally  advancing  with  increaftng  Safety  ;  and 
the  certain  Fact,  as  above  mentioned,  is  only 
one  in  500,  being  left  than  half  of  the  Num¬ 
ber  I  have ftated — But  fuppofe  I  fay  one  in  200 
to  die  under  Inoculation ,  then  had  this  arti- 
c  ficial 
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ficial  Method  of  conveying  the  Diftemper 
univerfally  taken  place,  inftead  of  that  pro¬ 
digious  Deftruiftion  of  Mankind,  40,000  in 
the  Space  of  20  Years  in  one  Diftri<ft,  no 
more  than  1400  had  perifhed;  and  the  Dif¬ 
ference  in  that  fhort  Period  would  have  been 

•  r  *  *  r  r  *  i  *  ►  . 

no  lefs  than  Thirty-eight  thousand  six 

f  ■  >  y  2  ■  *  »  ►  r 

hundred  Lives  preferved,  befides  the  nu¬ 
merous  Pofterity  that  might  have  been  de¬ 
rived  from  them.  And  were  this  Practice 

•  y**v  *  j. 

univerfal  in  tliefe  two  Cities  only ,  Nineteen 
hundred  and  thirty  Lives,  under  the  Blef- 
fing  of  God,  would  be  annually  preferved. 

’Tis  a  pleafing  Obfervation,  that  the 
Slaughter  made  by  this  formidable  Diftem¬ 
per  is  greatly  decrealed,  the  Numbers  as  re¬ 
corded  in  the  Yearly  Bills,  being  one- fifth 
leflened  fince  this  Practice  has  prevailed. 

Facts  like  thefe,  fpeak  fo  ftrongly  and 
fo  clearly,  that  Reafoning  and  Argument 
muft  be  quite  fuperfluous,  to  excite  your 
generous  and  ample  Contributions,  which 
are  abfolutely  neceflary  to  carry  on  and  ex¬ 
tend  this  great ,  this  compajfionate ,  this  na¬ 
tional  Undertaking.  Humanity,  Regard  to 
our  Country,  the  Dictates  of  Reafon,  and 
'  - - -  7  the 
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the  Precepts  of  Religion,  would  awaken  your 
generous  Sentiments  at  any  Juncture  ;  but 
efpecially  at  this  unhappy  Period,  when  De¬ 
bauchery  ,  Vice ,  with  the  moft  deftrudtive 
and  as  it  were  peftilential  Intemperance ,,  are 
making  iuch  daily  and  dreadful  Havock 
among  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Illand,  as  ren¬ 
ders  every  Defign,  every  Attempt  to  preferve 
the  Lives  of  the  People,  extremely  feafona- 
ble,  and  to  the  higheft  Degree  neceffary  ! 

Those,  in  particular,  who  have  them- 
lelves,  or  whofe  Children  have,  by  God’s 
great  Goodnefs,  fafely  palled  thro’  the  Dan¬ 
gers  of  fo  deftrudtive  a  Diftemper,  by  this 
happy  Expedient ;  thole  alfo  who  are  deli- 
rous  to  obtain  the  divine  Blefting  when  the 
Experiment  is  made  in  their  own  Family, 
cannot  fail  to  exceed  in  Bounty,  that  the 
Lives  of  the  Poor  (of  great  Regard  in  the 
Sight  of  God)  may  alfo  be  preferved. 

But  it  is  high  time  to  turn  our  Thoughts 
to  the  other  Branch  ol  this  great  and  necef¬ 
fary  Undertaking,  the  Relief  of  dellitute  and 
miferable  Creatures,  labouring  under  this 
dreadful  Diftemper,  contracted  by  common 
Infection, 


This 


This  mournful  Cafe  is  peculiarly  affed- 
ing,  as  thefe  wretched  Sufferers  are  fo  really 
cafl  out  and  affliSled ;  affli&ed  with  one  of  the' 
foreft  Maladies  incident  to  human  Nature, 
cajl  out  and  abandoned  of  all  human  Help. 

This  beneficial  Charity  therefore  is  not  a 
new  Inftitution,  but  a  moft  defirable  Addi¬ 
tion,  and  a  necefiary  Supplement  to  all  other 
Hofpitals ,  fince  from  all  other  Hofpitals  thefe 
deftitute  and  miferable  Objects  are  unavoi¬ 
dably  excluded ,  tho’  in  the  utmojl  Dijlrefs , 
and  without  any  Place  of  Refuge  ! 

The  ufual  Danger  of  this  terrible  Difeafe, 
is  by  this  Means  greatly  increafed,  I  might 
fay  afcertained,  by  their  abfolute  want  of  all 
necefiary  Care  and  Afiiftance. 

Can  Thought  conceive  a  more  deplora¬ 
ble  Condition,  or  is  any  Sorrow  like  unto 
their  Sorrow?  Nor  Food ,  nor  Phyftc ,  nor 
Bed  to  lie  upon,  nor  Houfe  to  cover  their 
difeafed  Bodies  from  the  coldeft  Blafts  of  the 
open  Air!  This  is  no  Picture  drawn  by 
Imagination,  but  real  and  certain  tho’  moft 
melancholy  Fad,  which,  to  the  Knowledge 
of  many  who  now  hear  me,  has  occurred 
in  numerous,  affeding,  fhocking  Inftances, 

one 
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one  of  which  would  be  fufficient  to  move 
the  hardeft  Heart  of  any  Spectator. 

Persons  expelled  from  private  Families, 
and  unavoidably  kept  out  of  all  other  Ho- 
fpitals,  when  this  Diftemper  appears  to  be 
their  real  Complaint ;  induftrious  Labourers 
that  come  from  far,  in  the  buiy  Time  of 
Harveft,  with  many  others,  in  fimilar  Cir- 
cumftances,  make  up  the  Inflances  that  fo 
frequently  occur,  of  wretched  Objects  quite 
deftitute  of  Friends ,  or  Habitation  into  which 
they  can  gain  Admiffion. 

But  where  the  Calamity  does  not  reach 
this  extream  Degree  of  Woe  and  Mifery, 
there  is  ftill,  in  too  many  fad  Inflances, 
Diflrefs  enough  to  melt  any  human  Heart. 

Take,  for  Example ,  a  Cafe  that  lately 
happened : 

A  poor  Man  fick  of  this  Dijlemper ,  of 
which  his  Wife  lay  dead  in  the  fame  Room, 
with  four  Children  around  him  catching  the 
dreadful  InfeSlion ,  but  deftitute  of  all  Re¬ 
lief,  till  they  found  fome  in  that  too  narrow 
Building,  which  now  importunately  begs 
your  compaffionate  Bounty  to  enlarge  its 

D  Di- 
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Dimenfions,  that  you  may  then ,  without 
Repulfe  or  Refufal ,  bring  the  Poor  that  are 
caji  out  and  ajfli&ed ,  to  a  Houfe  of  Mercy  I 

It  would  afford  greater  Joy  to  refled:, 
tho’  fome  have  died  in  this  Place,  and  no 
wonder,  when  they  often  come  almoft  in 
the  laft  Stage  of  the  Diftemper,  that  yet 
near  800  poor  Creatures  have,  by  the  Blef- 
flng  of  the  Almighty,  received  a  Cure  under 
this  pious  and  charitable  Inftitution,  were 
not  this  Joy  darkened  by  a  Cloud  of  unre¬ 
lieved  D  iff  refs  and  Mifery. 

But  cruel  it  would  be,  in  the  higheft 
Degree,  to  poor  rejected  Supplicants,  and 
unfaithful  to  the  Nation,  not  to  publifh, 
that  the  prefent  Supplies  for  this  excellent 
and  necefl'ary  Undertaking,  are  fo  defective 
and  inadequate,  that  the  Doors  of  this  cha¬ 
ritable  Houfe,  ail  the  Beds  being  full,  are 
continually  fhut  againft  a  great  Number  of 
miferable  Objects,  fometimes  j even  or  eight 
in  one  Day,  who  implore  Admittance ;  but 
alas !  implore  in  vain !  The  Extent  of  the 
prefent  Building  is  by  much  too  fmall,  and 
the  prefent  Fund  quite  infufficient  to  en- 
5  large 
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large  it.  Belides  that  Anguilh  of  Heart 
which  thefe  unhappy  Creatures  feel,  upon 
being  rejected,  the  Public  alfo  may  fuffer 
greatly. 

For,  could  fuch  poor  Wretches  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  an  Hofpital  before  the  Difeafe 
becomes  infedious*,  and  continued  there  till 
they  had  obtain’d  a  Cure,  and  the  Infedion 
ceafed ;  the  Spreading  of  this  pernicious 
Malady  might  be  very  much  leffen’d,  which 
now  in  a  Courfe  of  Communication  of  its 
fubtle  Particles  goes  far  and  wide,  and  fome- 
times  makes  fad  Devaluation  in  the  beft  and 
greateft  Houles.  I  delire  not  to  open  the 
Wounds  of  thofe  I  greatly  regard,  or  revive 
my  own  Sympathy  for  the  affeding  LolTes,  in 
the  Prime  and  Bloom  of  Life,  fo  many  noble 
and  refpedable  Families  have  fuftain’d  by  this 
undiftinguifhing  Deftroyer.  ’Tis  too  melan-^ 
choly  a  Thought  to  dwell  upon,  and  is  men¬ 
tioned  only  to  excite  our  Attention  to  that 
Practice  which  renders  this  grievous  Malady 
lefs  fatal,  and  to  engage  our  Compallion  to 

D  2  the 

*  It  is  greatly  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  fame  Care  was 
taken,  upon  all  Occafions,  not  to  fpread  this  Diftemper,  as 
is  ufually  taken  to  avoid  involuntary  Infection,  by  thofe 
who  are  liable  to  it. 
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the  afflicted  Poor,  when  they  have  the  Mis¬ 
fortune  to  be  vifited  by  the  fame  Difeafe. 

Man,  it  is  always  faid,  is  a  Social  Crea¬ 
ture,  and  it  is  no  lefs  certain  that  he  ought 
to  be  a  religious  one;  but  if  ever  this  Cha¬ 
racter  can  fhine  with  diftinguifhed  LuAre, 
and  Society  and  the  Influence  of  pure  and 
undefiled  Religion  appear  with  Superior 
Advantage,  it  rauft  be  in  fuch  Aflemblies 
as  thisy  collected  for  the  Purpofes  of  pious 
Benevolence  and  Compaflion,  in  Behalf  of 
the  afflidted  Part  of  our  own  Species. 

And  if  ever  Scenes  of  Wretchednefs  and 
Mifery  ought  to  move  the  Heart,  and  en¬ 
gage  thefe  amiable  Difpofitions,  the  deep 
and  deplorable  Diftrefs  of  the  Objedls  now 
under  Confideration,  will  certainly  produce 
that  definable  Effedt,  and  to  a  Degree  an- 
fwerable  to  the  large  Supplies  that  are  abfo- 
lutely  requifite  in  a  Cafe  fo  very  extenfive. 

Reflect,  with  Attention,  upon  that  beau¬ 
tiful,  and,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  very  appofite 
Parable  of  the  hard-hearted  rich  Man,  and  the 
afflidted  Lazarus ,  drawn  by  the  compafftonate 
Saviour  of  Mankind,  to  excite  Benevolence 
and  Pity,  by  reprefenting  the  different  Fate 

and 
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and  Condition  of  the  uncharitable  Rich,  and 
the  diftreifed  Poor,  in  this  W orld,  and  in  the 
next. 

There  was  a  certain  rich  Man  who  fared 
fumptuoufy  every  Day  *  and  there  was  a 
certam  Beggar,  named  Lazarus,  which  was 
laid  at  the  rich  Man’s  Gate,  full  cf  Sores , — 
unpitied,  unrelieved  ! —  Moreover  the  Dogs 
came  and  licked  his  Sores. — View  the  awful 
Scene  that  follows,  where  the  unmerciful 
rich  Man,  lifting  up  his  Eyes,  in  Hell,  be¬ 
ing  in  Torment,  in  vain  follicits  for  that 
Mercy  and  Relief,  which  he,  in  the  Day  of 
his  Profperity,  had  cruelly  denied  to  his 
affiidted  Brother  ;  Son,  fays  the  holy  Patri¬ 
arch  whom  he  importuned  for  a  Drop  of 
Water  to  cool  his  'Tongue,  Remember  that  thou 
in  thy  Life-time  receivedfl  thy  good  Things , 
and  likewife  Lazarus  his  evil  Things  ;  but 
now  he  is  comforted,  and  thou  art  tormented ! 

But  obferve,  that  in  the  Senfe  of  the 
Gofpel,  whoever  has  fufficient  Ability  to  re¬ 
lieve  his  lick  and  deftitute  Brother,  and  does 
it  not,  that  uncharitable  Perfon  is,  in  truth, 
the  rich  Man  intended  by  the  Parable. 


Carry 


(  ^6  ) 

Carry  on  your  Thoughts  then  to  that  aw¬ 
ful  Day,  when  you  alfo  muff  appear  in  Judg¬ 
ment;  and,  if  your  prefent  Benevolence  does 
not  prevent  it,  mud;  undergo  the  fame  fad 
Doom,  when  your  tremendous  Judge  fhall 
fay,  and  what  is  the  flinging  Aggravation, 
your  own  Confcience  fay,  (as  the  Prophet  of  old 
to  the  guilty  Prince) — 'Thou  art  the  Man  l 

But,  Brethren,  we  hope  better  Things 
of  you,  even  fuch  as  accompany  Salvation ; 
and  that  with  chearful  Hearts,  and  very  li¬ 
beral  Hands,  you  will  extend  your  much 
wanted  Beneficence,  proportioned  in  fome 
Meafure  to  the  prodigious  Diflrefs  of  the 
prodigious  Numbers  that  {land  in  need  of 
this  compafiionate  Relief. 

H  ave  you,  yourfelves,  undergone  this 
loathfome ,  and  grievous  Difeafe  ?  have  you 
feen  your  Friends  or  Children  under  it,  af- 
fifted  with  all  the  Advantages  of  affectionate 
Help,  and  fkilful  Art  ?  Think  then,  and 
confider,  how  wretched,  how  deplorable ,  is 
the  Cafe  of  a  deftitute  Creature,  vilited  by 
the  fame  difmal  Malady,  without  Medicine , 
and  without  Attendance. 


Yield 


(  27  ) 

Yield  to  the  benevolent  Dictates  of  hu¬ 
man  Nature ;  purfue  and  gratify  the  ratio¬ 
nal  Feelings  and  Sympathy  of  your  own 
Mind ;  hide  not  thyfelf  from  thine  own 
Flejh ,  preferve  the  lives  of  your  Brethren, 
affliSied ,  defitute ,  fck,  and  abandoned  Bre¬ 
thren  ;  fome  of  them  perhaps  at  this  very 
Inflant,  for  want  of  a  fufficient  Fund  to 
procure  more  extenlive  Relief,  unavoidably 
delivered  up  to  the  two  moft  woful  Com¬ 
panions,  Poverty  and  Sicknefs ;  excluded 
::rom  this  too  fcanty  Houfe,  and  miferably 
conligned  over  to  Griefs  Defpair ,  and  al- 
moft  certain  Death.  Good  God  !  is  there 
one  Heart  here  prefent  hard  enough  to  bear 
the  affecting  Thought  1 

Do  Good  therefore,  this  important  Good, 
while  you  have  Opportunity  ;  to  many  of 
us,  and  God  only  knows  to  whom,  this  may 
be  the  l aft  Opportunity.  Negledt  it  not.  Be 
grieved  for  the  Afflictions  of  your  Brother ; 
Bring  the  Poor  that  are  cafi  out ,  to  thy  Houfe 
of  Mercy ;  promote  the  Welfare  of  your 
Country ;  derive  from  the  God  of  Heaven  a 
Bleffing  upon  your  own  Children  and  Fa¬ 
mily,  who  are  equally  expofed  to  this  Arrow 


(  »8  ) 

of  the  Almighty  !  and  fee u re  to  yourfelf  the 
everlafting  Favour  of  the  Father  of  Mercies, 
and  God  of  all  Comfort.  Amen. 

.  J  w  •  • »  A  \  *  *  ’  ‘  ‘  \  '  C  l 

FINIS * 


Subscriptions  and  Benefactions 

are  taken  in  either , 

For  the  getter al  Defign ,  ' 

For  the  particular  Purpofe  of  Inoculation, 
For  the  Relief  of  thofe  who  labour  under  the 
Difiemper  in  the  natural  W ay, 

By  Sir  Jofeph  and  Sir  Thomas  Hankey, 
Bankers  in  Fenchurch-Street ;  Meff.  Iron- 
fide,  Belchier  and  How,  in  Lombard- 
Street  ;  Mr.  George  Campbell,  Banker  in 
the  Strand  ;  Fotherley  Baker,  Ffq\  Frea- 
furer  to  the  Hospital,  at  his  Houfe  at  Ha- 
berdafhers-Hall ;  or  by  the  Committee,  on 
every  fecond  and  fourth  Thurfday  in  the 
Month ,  at/St.  PaulV  Cojfee-Houfe ,  in  St. 
PaulV  Church-Yard.  ~ 

fygp  Any  Perfon  defrous  to  be  acquainted  'with  the 
Management  of  thefe  Hofpitals,  may  have  a  Copy  of 
the  Rules  and  Orders,  &c.  of  H.  Woodfall. 
..  in  Pater-nofter  Row.  3 


